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July 5 Thursday 

 General Meeting 

 No Astronomy 101 
 7:30 p.m. Business Meeting 

July 14 Saturday 

 Members Night 

 8:00 p.m. 

 Harrington Beach State Park 

July 19 Thursday 

 Board Meeting 

 7:30 p.m. 

 Home of Jeff Setzer 

July 20 & 21 Fri. & Sat. 

 Public Viewing Night 

 8:00 p.m. 

 Harrington Beach State Park 

July 21  

 Observatory Dedication 

 4-6 p.m. 

 Harrington Beach State Park 

August 2 Thursday 

 General Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Astronomy 101 

 7:30 p.m. Business Meeting 

August 10-12  Friday-Sunday 

 Northwoods Starfest 

 Fall Creek, Wisconsin 

August 17 & 18 Fri. & Sat. 

 Public Viewing Nights 

 7:00 p.m. 

 Harrington Beach State Park 
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Main Program  

By Kevin Bert  

There is no Astronomy 101 class this 
month. 

Anyone who has turned a telescope to 
the Moon is immediately aware of the 
great number of craters that cover it’s 
surface. Many other bodies of the Solar 
System retain the ancient scars from this 
process.  The Earth is no exception.  
Most of the evidence has been eroded 
away over time. The origin of craters 
then is of interest both from a historical 
standpoint and from the standpoint of it 
possibly happening again some time in 
the future.  Over the years a debate on 
how these craters were formed has 
raged.  Years ago many believed that 

most were produced by volcanic activity.  To-
day it is believed that nearly all were the result 
of impacts of meteors or asteroids. At the July 
meeting Kevin Bert will present “An Impact 
Crater Demonstration.” The goal is to repro-
duce this phenomena but at a scaled down, 
manageable level.  After all, trying to throw 
around a large object at 50 miles/second 
would be unwise and impractical.  All in atten-
dance will participate in this hands-on pro-
gram so you can gain a better understanding 
of craters and come away with a new per-
spective and appreciation the next time you 
gaze at the moon through a telescope.  

June Observing Reports 

By Ernie Mastroianni  

June 22nd– Report on Public Viewing 
Night.  I arrived at about 20:30 and the 
roof rolled open at about 21:00.  
 
Present were members Ernie Mas-
troianni, Paul Gruener, Al Steinberg and 
Steve Schowalter and his wife. 
 
Two families visited us. A father, mother, 
and three kids, aged from  about 12 to 3 
years old, and another family - a mother, 
her adult son  and a friend, for a total of 8 
non-member visitors, three members 
and  the electrician and his wife, making 
a total of 13 in attendance that  night. It 
was surprising, because the night started 
out quite clear, in contrast to the public 
night on May 18, which drew at least 
26   public visitors on a night that was 
mostly cloudy.  
 
We looked at Saturn, Venus, Jupiter and 
the moon, including views at high power 
of the Apollo 11 landing site. We saw the 
crater Moltke, but could not make out the 

craters Armstrong, Aldrin and Collins, due to 
marginal seeing and increasing low clouds. We 
also set up the Celestron 9.25 on the concrete 
pad outside the south doors, where  Paul 
Gruener showed visitors Jupiter and its moons 
while the large  scope was pointed at the moon 
and Saturn.  
 
Perhaps the best views of the evening were of 
Saturn, but they were through Al Steinberg's 8-
inch home-built Newtonian as twilight lingered 
on the first full night of summer.  
 
As the sky grew darker, we looked at Epsilon 
Lyra, Albiero and M57.  The sky grew increas-
ingly cloudy and the air increasingly unsteady 
up to the point where no other deep sky ob-
jects could be easily observed. We rolled the 
roof closed at about 23:15.  
 
Saturn, as always, was a crowd pleaser.  
 
I also observed on Tuesday, June 12, during a 
clear, moonless night with member              

(Reports Continued on page 2) 
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Paul Gruener. He and I were the only ones present. 
Paul set up his Tak Mewlon 250 inside the observa-
tory, and we compared views through his 10 inch Cas-
segrain and the 20-inch Newtonian.  
 
While my observations were logged at the observatory, 
I do recall looking at many Leo galaxies, but the best 
views were some high power (260x) looks at M57, 
where the center star was clearly visible and  much 
detail was visible in the ring. We also observed the 
Swan Nebula (m-17) at high power through the 20-inch 
at 260x, and the detail in  that nebula, at that power, 
was remarkable. The nebulosity filled the eyepiece, 
was quite bright, and presented a lot of detail in 
the nebula itself. 

 

Odds ‘N Ends 
By Joyce Jentges 
The observatory dedication is slated for June 21st.  
Invitations will be going out soon.  Please RSVP if you 
can attend.  It will be from 4-6 p.m.   

As usual the NCSF had a nice showing at WOW in 
Waupaca.  A more formal report will be shared at the 
July meeting as time permits.  We had approximately 8 
members who came.  Remarkably, skies were clear 
during the week for those who attended “Pre-WOW” 
and the weekend for those who attended the main 
event.  We got to see several nice sightings of the 
Space Station and Space Shuttle flying over.  We had 
some rain on Saturday, and heat on Friday, but a great 
time was had by everyone.  Jeff Setzer took the oppor-
tunity to distribute some bookmarks for NCRAL 2008.   

I did not receive any reports for the public viewing on 
the 23rd of June or the Sunday on Saturday.    I did 
host a star party on June 23rd at Kohler Andre for the  
families of the school I work at.  Thanks to Gene and 
Charlotte DuPree for their assistance. 

(Reports continued from page1) 


